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THE Hammers senior men’s
reserve grade team suffered
a heavy 53-0 loss at the
hands of reigning champions
Noosa Dolphins at
Leprechaun Park on
Saturday.
Senior men’s coach Jason
Macpherson said his side
was a “little bit gun
shocked” in the season
opener.
“We got blown off the park
by a team who were ready to
start the season,” he said.

“They’ve (Noosa) been
through two or three trial
games and were ready for
the season to start.”
Macpherson took
responsibility for his team’s
performance.
“The first game of the
season, as a coach, I
probably take full
responsibility for being a
little bit unprepared in some
cases.
“There’s nothing which
happened in the game which

couldn’t be fixed,” he said.
“Half way through the

second half we had fixed the
things we needed to fix.
“But it was too late.
Damage done.”
When asked about the
final scoreline Macpherson
did not want to elaborate.
“It was 50-zip or

something like that. Lots
and lots to not many,” he
joked.
Despite the loss, Gympie

Hammers president Adam

McKay said the signs are
positive for Gympie rugby
union.
“It was always going to be
a tough ask to play the top
team, who have won it for
the last couple of years.
“We had a great crowd

there and it was a great way
to kick off the season with
great support from the local
community.
“That’s what it’s all about

to doing something positive
for the community.”

Dolphins demolish out-of-sorts Hammers outfit

TOUGH TASK: Gympie’s Brad Swan andWade Flikweert prepare
for a scrum against the Noosa Dolphins. PHOTO: LEEROY TODD

THE Gympie Hammers
women’s rugby 10s narrowly
lost 12-22 to the Noosa
Dolphins at Leprechaun
Park on Saturday.
In a tight encounter, the
Hammers chased the game
12-16 in the dying minutes.
With the ball in their
possession, there was a
sudden turnover which
allowed Noosa to run in a
match-ending try.
Gympie Hammers
president Adam McKay said
the women were on the
attack when the game

slipped away.
“Ladies were on the
attack. It was close until the
final few minutes.
“All they needed to do

would be to score a try,” he
said.
“They were hot on the
attack but it ended up at the
other end.
“One of the Noosa girls
made a break and ran the
length of the field to score to
win the game.”
“One minute you’re just
about winning, the next
minute it’s snatched away.”
Glenn Gamble, who has

been assisting with coaching

the women’s rugby 10s, said
the team was a work in
progress.
“Obviously it was the first
game, they are a work in
progress. As a first-up effort
they played Noosa.
“Noosa was undefeated

last year,” he said.
The Hammers led 7-0 in

the first quarter, with the
game played in 10-minute
quarters.
It was then tied 7-7 at

half-time.
“It was a bit of a lack of

game knowledge.
“The girls were never out

of the game. They were right

in it with a minute to go.
They were pressing hard on
the line.
“Needed to score and
convert for the win, then
there was a turnover and
Noosa went 90m for a
game-winning try.”
Women’s rugby is ranked

as one of the fastest-growing
sports around the world and
the Gympie team features a
good mix of young and
experienced women.
“The girls are only going

to get better,” Gamble said.
“There’s a mixture of

Gympie, Maryborough and
Hervey Bay girls.

“Bec Briggs is a wonderful
captain, she’s passionate
and knows the game well.
“We wanted to play a

faster tempo and make them
(Noosa) run but there were a
few things which slowed it
down.
“It’s a positive start and
we’ll see if we can put it
together in two weeks and
grab a win.”
Men’s senior coach Jason
Macpherson said he could
see a bright future for
women’s rugby and Gympie
rugby in general.
“Considering our Gympie
side is very young, our

future is looking really good.
“Krystle (Johnstone)
wasn’t available, she would
have made a massive
difference in the middle.
“It was such a positive
weekend.
“I had people commenting

about how the first time
ever, they had to park on the
street.
“Quite a lot of new faces

down to watch the teams
play and that’s positive.”
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rowan.schindler@gympietimes.com

Two pages of great shots
from the rugby PAGES 26-27

NARROW LOSS: Gympie Hammers’ Jakara Miller releases the ball from the ruck in Saturday’s 12-22 loss against the Noosa Dolphins at Leprechaun Park. PHOTO: LEEROY TODD

HHAAMMMMEERRSS
DDOOWWNN IINN
TTOOUUGGHH TTEESSTT
Floored by reigning champions in
opening weekend of rugby union


